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A PERSONAL STORY

LET’S GO BACK TO 2007 FOR A MOMENT



A PERSONAL STORY

COMPUTER LABS. NO COMPUTER TRAINING.

▸ At this CA public high school, we 
had computer labs. We were taught 
to use Microsoft Office and how to 
search for research papers. 

▸ “Harmful” sites were blocked by an 
admin at the network level. Kids 
used VPNs as a workaround. 

▸ We weren’t taught at any point 
about internet safety, data privacy, 
or computer security in our 4 years 
at the school.



THERE ARE CONSEQUENCES. FOR EXAMPLE:



THE PROBLEM

INTERNET HABITS AND PREFERENCES ARE CHANGING

“One of the biggest takeaways from the study is that everyone, regardless of age, 
wants the web to be safe and free. However, the ways each generation views 
safety vary. 

All agree that they want to be protected from malware, ID theft, and fraud. The 
main distinction comes down to privacy. According to the study, older 
generations are concerned about anonymity online and making sure their 
data and personal information is kept private. 

This is in sharp contrast to Generation Z who is comfortable sharing personal 
data in order to get a more personalized experience. In fact, millennials and Gen 
Z are over 25 percent more likely than Gen X and Baby Boomers to opt for a 
predictive Internet. The study goes farther finding 50% of Gen Z would stop 
visiting a website if it didn’t anticipate what they needed, liked or wanted.”

https://torquemag.io/2017/12/generation-z-opts-personalization-privacy-means-wordpress/

https://torquemag.io/2017/12/generation-z-opts-personalization-privacy-means-wordpress/


THE PROBLEM

PEOPLE ARE GETTING ONLINE EARLIER THAN EVER

“If you’re a millennial mom, there’s a pretty good chance you have a 
social media account for your baby. No, we’re not talking about 
posting a ton of baby pics on your personal Facebook or Instagram 
page—but on a dedicated account with your baby’s own name on it. 

According to a new survey conducted by Gerber.com, close to 40 
percent of moms aged 18 to 34 created social media accounts 
for their baby before the child’s first birthday — and another 7 
percent made one before their kid’s second birthday. “ 

https://www.today.com/parents/have-social-media-account-your-baby-40-percent-millennial-
moms-1D80224937

https://torquemag.io/2017/12/generation-z-opts-personalization-privacy-means-wordpress/
https://torquemag.io/2017/12/generation-z-opts-personalization-privacy-means-wordpress/


SOLUTIONS

SO WHAT CAN WE DO? RECRUIT PARENTS?



SOLUTIONS

THERE ARE SOLUTIONS THAT CAN BE TAUGHT AT HOME



SOLUTIONS

THERE ARE GAMES THAT CAN TEACH INTERNET SAFETY
“In celebration of Internet safety month, Google has released a classroom curriculum and computer 
game to teach children about online safety and security.”



SOLUTIONS

THERE ARE GUIDES AND RESOURCES TO SHARE



SOLUTIONS

BUT.. WHY NOT TEACH INTERNET SAFETY/SECURITY/PRIVACY AT SCHOOL?

▸ Kids typically spend anywhere between 6-8 hours at 
school on a given day; the vast majority. 

▸ Kids are introduced to computers and technology early, 
with tech becoming a key part of classroom work and even 
test-taking. 

▸ Kids wouldn’t have to be dependent on their parents’ skill 
level or resources to learn.



SOLUTIONS

EXAMPLE: AES LESSON PLAN FOR TEACHING INTERNET SAFETY IN MIDDLE SCHOOL

https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/how-to-teach-internet-safety-to-middle-school-students 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/how-to-teach-internet-safety-to-middle-school-students


SOLUTIONS

EXAMPLE: I-SAFE,ORG COMPLETE CURRICULUM K-12

https://www.isafe.org/imgs/pdf/scope_sequence.pdf 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/how-to-teach-internet-safety-to-middle-school-students


SOLUTIONS

EXAMPLE: NOVATO HIGH SCHOOL

https://novatohigh.nusd.org/news/5-internet-safety-tips-for-kids/ 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/how-to-teach-internet-safety-to-middle-school-students


SOLUTIONS

WHAT ELSE CAN WE DO?

▸ Petition to create and allow Internet 
Safety/Privacy/Security classes to be 
taken in place of Cooking/HomeEc/etc. 

▸ Volunteer to teach teachers and share 
curriculum materials with them 
because not all are trained in internet 
safety. 

▸ At universities like USC? Express 
demand for less-technical Gen Ed. 
Classes around privacy and security 
open to all students regardless of 
major.



SOLUTIONS

AND WHAT ELSE?

▸ If you have the privilege of 
knowing, share your knowledge. 
Teach your friends/family/
teammates, share articles, talk 
about social impacts relevant to 
them. 

▸ Look beyond the hype of new 
technologies (such as facial 
recognition etc.) and have 
discussions that encompass both 
pros and cons



FUTURE CHALLENGES

BECAUSE TECH DOESN’T WAIT FOR ANYONE

▸ Technologies such as VR and AR and robotics and games 
are becoming more advanced than ever. This will increase 
the knowledge gap between being a consumer of a 
product vs. knowing how it works; making users 
susceptible to harm. 

▸ The definition of ‘privacy’ in terms of the standards that 
define it is constantly evolving with technology and the 
comfort level of users.



END
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